
Manheim Central Middle 
School Student Council 

Members in grades 5-8 

delivered a busload of food 

and personal care items to 
the Manheim Central Food 

Pantry on Dec. 19th.  The 

donations had been collect-
ed during a week-long an-

nual Food Drive in Novem-

ber.  Student Council 

would like to extend a 
HUGE thank you to all of 

our students and families 

who participated in our 

Food Drive this year.  To-
gether we will continue to 

make an impact on our 

community and help indi-
viduals and families meet 

their essential daily needs. 
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Winter 2016-2017 

Students of the Month— November & December 

MCMS Student Council also ran a 

Holiday Hat fundraiser in Decem-
ber.  Almost $600 was raised and 
donated to families in Manheim 

Central’s Parents as Teachers 
program.  Thanks to all who par-

ticipated and helped us spread 
some holiday cheer in our com-

munity! 
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This year in World Language Department 
has implemented the first round of curric-
ulum changes to the Middle School For-
eign Language Exploration Course in 
order to prepare our students for the 
world language courses at the High 
School level. 

 YEAR 1 of FLEX—for all 7th and 
8th graders during the 2016-17 
school year: 

This course is designed to introduce the 
students to the concept of the language 
learning process & focuses on how lan-
guage is used nationally, locally, and per-
sonally. Students will develop a broader 
understanding of the value of knowing 
multiple languages & will gain cultural 

World Language      with Señora Celaschi 

insights at the local, national, and global 
level. 

Unit 1: Intro to Language Learning 

Unit 2: Language Lingo 

Unit 3: Language Around the World 

Unit 4: Geography & Culture 

 

 Year 2 of FLEX—for all 8th graders 
during the 2017-18 school year. 

The students will “flex” through the 3 
languages taught at the high school dur-
ing their 22-day rotation of the marking 
period. The students will have 5 days of 
basic instruction in each the French lan-

guage, German language, & Spanish 
language. For the remaining days of the 
marking period the students will get to 
choose which language they connected 
with or preferred and continue to learn & 
study that language and explore the cul-
ture through online programs along with 
teacher instruction and student tutors 
from the high school level. 

drawing and painting. Students develop 
their artmaking ideals and then create 
them over the course of many brain-
storming sessions, research inquiries 
and good old trial and error. The result 
is inspiring! The students arrive to art 
class ready to work and make their ide-
as come alive. Be sure to ask your stu-
dent what their art project is all about… 
you will be surprised!  

Call for found objects. The 5th and 6th 
grade art room is looking for an assort-
ment of items to supply the found ob-

ject center. Please email Keisha 
McCauley at 
mccauleyk@manheimcentral.org to find 
out how you can help.  

*Due to storage the artroom can no long-
er take in big electronics such as old tvs, 
computers, etc.  

5th and 6th grade art students are part of a 
brand new approach to artmaking this 
year! Teaching for Artistic Behavior 
(TAB) is an art education model that 
emphasizes the development of the Stu-
dio Habits of the Mind: develop craft, 
engage and persist, observe, understand 
art worlds, reflect, stretch and explore, 
express and envision—all habits that can 
and should be utilize in and out of the 
school setting. The TAB style classroom 
is organized into four centers this year 
including clay, found object sculpture, 

5th & 6th Art Class       by: Miss McCauley 

search and Pediatric Cancer Experimental 

Therapeutic Programs which is shared 

with hospitals across the country. 

Here’s the plan: On 3/24/2017 students 

have the opportunity to participate in an 

event at the Middle School for 4 hours. 

The evening will contain exciting events 

such as sports competitions, music, all 

sorts of games, food, time with friends, 

and so much more. 

Here is how students can sign up: in the 

main office, students can pick up a regis-

tration form. In order to receive a t-shirt, 

registration forms and a minimum donation 

of $20.00 are due by Wednesday, February 

22. Students are encouraged to continue 

fundraising past this date to help meet our 

$15,000 goal. 

If you have any further questions, please 
feel free to email 
fraleyhoggr@manheimcentral.org . We 
thank you in advance for your support of 
this rewarding event.  

Hope to see your child at our Mini-THON 
on 3/24/2017! 

This March, students will be participating in 

a very exciting and heartwarming event, 

MCMS’ second annual Mini-THON to 

benefit Four Diamonds at Hershey Chil-

dren’s Hospital. This will be held on Friday 

March 24, 2017 from 5:45PM –10:00PM.  

Four Diamonds offsets the cost of treatment 

not covered by insurance, helps with emer-

gency expenses, and supports the medical 

team that cares for children with pediatric 

cancer at Hershey Children’s Hospital. It 

also funds research through the Four Dia-

monds Center for Pediatric Cancer Re-

Mini-THON              Current 7th & 8th Graders  

mailto:mccauleyk@manheimcentral.org
mailto:fraleyhoggr@manheimcentral.org
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unit, students will read one of 
three historical fiction novels and 
work independently and collabora-
tively with a small group to ana-
lyze the text and participate in dis-
cussions. Students will also use 
their novels to analyze story ele-
ments and explore how authors 
use figurative language to en-
hance the text. 

In Language Arts, students are 
working hard to become thoughtful 
readers and skilled writers. They 
participated in their first essay unit 
by writing a persuasive essay re-
garding animal captivity. These as-
signments encourage students to 
use what they read to influence 
what they write. This month, stu-
dents will explore the wonderful 
world of historical fiction. In this 

5th Language Arts       

5th Math       

This winter the students focused on multi-
plying and dividing fractions. Some classes 
capped the unit off by working with recipes, 
that included fractions and mixed numbers, 
to increase (double, triple, etc.) and de-
crease (half, third, etc.) the serving size. 
Students shared the recipes and even had 
the opportunity to make the recipe at home 
and bring in their creation to share with the 
class. Also before the holiday break, stu-
dents had a great time applying geometric 
concepts while making gingerbread houses. 

In the new year, students have been 
working on multiplying whole numbers 
and decimals. These challenging con-
cepts are being taught using pictures and 
manipulatives, in addition to the tradi-
tional methods that have been always 
been taught. Learning various methods 
and examining the meaning behind the 
shortcuts has proved beneficial to stu-
dents by providing them with a deeper 
understanding of the skills and concepts. 
In the next few months, the students will 

work with dividing whole numbers and 
decimals, algebra, patterns and graphs. 
Throughout all units, students are learn-
ing and implementing new vocabulary 
and applying concepts to real-life situa-
tions. 



In LA this marking period we did 
many fun things including the wax 
museum and reading “Stepping on 
the Cracks”. The wax museum was 
awesome! I personally chose Jonas 
Salk as my hero as he was the first 
person to create the polio vaccine 
and saved millions from the disease. 

6th Language Arts      by: Lucas Morrison 

We also read a book called 
“Stepping on the Cracks” and 
it was a great book.  It was 
based on WWII and living in 
America during that time peri-
od. We also just started a fig-
urative language poem which 
is going to be fun. What you 

have to do is create a poem for 
each type of figurative lan-
guage, for example a simile po-
em. LA has been very fun this 
marking period and there were 
three very fun projects.  

In 6th grade math we have done 
unit four (surface area) and unit five 
(expressions and equations).  In unit 
four we practiced finding area of 2-
dimensional shapes, then later on 
we did surface area of more com-
plex figures such as rectangular 
prisms, pyramids with different ba-

6th Math        by: Conlan Fletcher 

ses, and different prisms.  In 
unit five we first learned the 
difference between expres-
sions and equations.  We did a 
section of matching parts of 
expressions and figures.  Then 
we drew diagrams with things 
like 5g + 11 and did graphs to 

find consistent change.  Now 
we are doing one step equa-
tions which is finding what “x” 
equals in the equation.  That is 
a recap of what we did in math 
marking period 2.  

In science we started the marking 
period with our intro to chemistry 
unit.  We learned about elements, 
compounds and mixtures and where 
we find them in the real world. 
 Chemical reactions was the coolest 
thing we did in class.  By mixing dif-
ferent chemicals we tried to deter-
mine if a chemical reaction took 

6th Science        by: Luke Forwood 

place or not.  In the astronomy 
unit we learned about reflec-
tion and refraction. Reflection 
means light bouncing off a sur-
face, and refraction means 
light bending through an ob-
ject. We also learned about 
the different waves like radio 
waves, microwaves, infrared, 

visible, ultraviolet, x-ray, and 
gamma rays. Right now we are 
learning about the earth's rota-
tions and revolutions, and the 
moon's phases.  We will finish 
up the marking period by learn-
ing about the plants, stars and 
galaxies in our solar system. 

In social studies, there is much to 
learn. First off we learned about 
Asia, the most populated continent 
of the world. We learned about the 
loyal Samurai warriors as well as 
China’s One-Child Policy and how it 
has changed. We discussed The 
Korean War and how it separated 

6th Social Studies       by: Ashlyn Smeltzer 

the country into North and 
South Korea and how very dif-
ferent those two countries now 
are.  After we finished with that 
subject, we moved on to Africa 
to explore the land, its main 
climates, and how Africans 
struggle for clean water. Now, 

we are researching 5 African 
countries and creating a Google 
Slideshow and will end the 
marking period with a short unit 
on Australia.     

Page 4 B AR ON T IM ES  



Teacher Spotlight       Mrs. Hartz 
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1. What do you think about when you are alone in your car? I am usually singing along to the 
radio or listening to an audio book for my long commute home. I also replay the day back 
in my head and think about how I could better my lesson for that day. 

2. If you had turned your cellphone to silent mode, and it rang really loudly despite it being 
on silent, what would you tell your students? I would ask, “Well, who’s writing out my 
detention slip for having my phone on in school?” or I would tell them, “It must be Be-
yonce calling again to collaborate on her next song.” 

3. Which super power would you like to have? I would like to have the super power of flight 
so that during the winter I could fly to some place much warmer than here! 

4. What is your favorite quote? “The secret to having it all….is believing you already do.” 

5. If you could trade places with any other person for a week, famous or not, living or dead, 
real or fictional, with whom would it be? And Why? I would trade places with my mother 
from my toddler years to see what I was really like as a child. To really see if I was as stub-
born as she says I was. 

6. If you were a box of cereal, what would you be and why?  If I were a box of cereal, I would be Honey Nut Cheerios because I can 
be sweet and nutty at times. I love to goof around with my colleagues and students to make the day more fun but above all else, I 
am very kind and sweet to them. 

7. What drew you to MCMS? Honestly, when I applied to MCMS I knew nothing about the school district but after teaching here for 
a year, I can’t see myself teaching anywhere else! The students are what make MCMS a special place to work. It’s because of them 
that while I am here, I don’t feel like I am working but rather, spending time doing what I love to do with students who I love like 
my own children. 

During the third marking period, 
the 7th grade Math classes will com-
plete a unit on Probability.  The 
upcoming topics will include Num-
ber Systems as well as Equations 
and Inequalities.  In Number Sys-
tems, students will practice opera-
tions with rational numbers and 

work with various mathematics 
properties.  We will end the mark-
ing period with solving equations 
and inequalities, which will start 
introducing the students to many of 
the skills they will need for Algebra 
next year. 
 

Algebra classes are moving into the 
core of Algebra content.   During 
marking period 3 our focus will be 
graphing linear equations and ine-
qualities as well as solving systems 
of equations & inequalities.  In the 
second half of the marking period 
we will focus on writing linear 
equations in three forms and using 
these forms to help us in graphing 
functions. 

 

All math students will continue to 

prepare for PSSA testing in 

April.  In addition, students can 

practice at home using iXL 

(www.ixl.com/signin/

manheimcentral)  Students are also 

encouraged to purchase a personal 

calculator for use in class and dur-

ing the test.  We recommend the 

Texas Instruments TI-30X 

IIS.  This is the calculator that is 

used in the middle school mathe-

matics classes.  If you have any 

questions please contact your 

child’s math teacher.  

7th Math 

http://www.ixl.com/signin/manheim
http://www.ixl.com/signin/manheim
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As the second semester begins,  we will 
be targeting mood and tone, figurative 
language and exploring a variety of gen-
res, both as readers and writers.  At the 
end of January, Language Arts students 
will begin working with a fictional short 
story, The Lottery by Shirley Jackson. 
 We will also be working with expository 
writing.  Students will learn to identify 
the characteristics of this type of writing 

7th Language Arts       

and continue to use text evidence 
to support their opinions as they 
develop their writing craft. 
 Classes will be reviewing the 
various types of text structures: 
chronological order, cause/effect, 
comparison/contrast, prob-
lem/solution, and sequential or-
der.  As we review, students will 
also be making connections be-

tween different pieces of text.  All 
students will create a brief essay 
responding to these various texts. 
 In connection with writing, stu-
dents will focus on grade appropri-
ate conventions while addressing 
correct pronoun usage and verb 
tenses.  

The third marking period in world history 
class will be dominated by learning the 
story of ancient Rome.  We will begin by 
looking at Rome’s humble beginnings 
along the Tiber River in Italy and see 
how the early Romans developed their 
characteristic trait of adopting and adapt-
ing ideas from other peoples and using 
those ideas to Rome’s advantage.  After 
expelling their Etruscan neighbors from 
Rome, the Romans established a form of 
government that is the basic structure of 
our United States government; a republic. 
 We will discuss how their republic came 
to be and how it functioned.  We will see 
how Rome’s propensity for violence 
crept into the workings of their republic, 
allowing it to degenerate into a series of 
dictatorships, eventually setting the stage 
for the Roman Empire.  We will see how 
the emperors asserted their power over 

7th World History       

the citizens, and used the ever-
growing legions to conquer all 
countries and lands bordering on 
the mighty Mediterranean, making 
that great sea a “Roman Lake”. 
 Despite the incredible abuses of a 
variety of emotionally unstable 
emperors, Rome will thrive for 
centuries.  We will investigate a 
new philosophy that crept into 
Rome from Palestine, espousing 
peace and love rather than power 
and hate.  This new philosophy, 
Christianity, will begin to change 
attitudes among many Romans, 
forcing them to come to grips 
with many abusive practices 
that the citizens used to em-
brace.  Unfortunately, even this 
new positive perspective will 
not be able to save the Roman 

Empire from internal decay and 
finally from being invaded and 
conquered by barbarian tribes, be-
trayed for years by empty Roman 
promises of good treatment and 
even citizenship.  Our marking 
period will end by learning about 
these Germanic tribes that over-
threw Rome and presented the 
Christians of the old empire with a 
true challenge to their continued 
existence.  

Coming up in science class, we will be 
studying the basic things that cover our 
Earth – air and water.  We will be con-
centrating on Earth’s ocean floor and 
how the ocean waters move. When it 
comes to water, 7th grade investigates 
mostly salt water and the world’s 
oceans. (8th grade will explore fresh wa-
ter in more depth.) During this unit, stu-
dents will also explore some ocean re-

7th Earth Science       

lated careers. Students will also be 
focusing on the water cycle, phases 
of matter, and the vital atmosphere 
that surrounds our planet. By the 
end of the unit, students will under-
stand how energy transfers through-
out the atmosphere.  
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Our Vision for the Manheim Central Middle School 

ONE TEAM EDUCATING STUDENTS TODAY IN 

PREPARATION FOR TOMORROW 

Our Mission for the Manheim Central Middle School 

EMPOWERING EVERY STUDENT, EVERY DAY, 

TO ACHIEVE THEIR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL. 

PRI NCIPAL: DR.  KENSI NGER 

ASSI STANT  PRINCI PAL:  MRS.  RI LL  

Kidz Korner 

School Hours: 7:45 AM—2:40 PM 

Office Hours: 7:00 AM—4:00 PM 

We’re on the web 

www.manheimcentral.org 


